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susan G. Komen for the Cure® AND Xernona CLAYTON Announce ONE-WOMAN SHOW To help FIGHT Breast Cancer 
Dallas – March 30, 2009 – For more than 40 years, Xernona Clayton has played key roles in everything from the Civil Rights movement to network television. Now, she is telling her best stories from those eras in her one-woman show An Evening with Xernona, partnering with Susan G. Komen for the Cure®’s Circle of Promise. The evening is designed in recognition of the past as well as to engage, educate and empower women of color to end breast cancer. 

An Evening with Xernona is being presented on Thursday, April 16, 2009 in the Historic Little Rock Baptist Church, 9000 Woodward Avenue, at 7:00 p.m. Meet Ms. Clayton in person at a reception beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Ms. Clayton’s show touches on her conversations with The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. shortly before his death, her talks with the Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, and her tenure as one of the highest ranking employees of Turner Broadcasting System for nearly 30 years.
Joining Ms. Clayton for An Evening with Xernona is Richard Roundtree, Susan G. Komen for the Cure® national ambassador, actor and breast cancer survivor, along with other local and national celebrities who embrace the idea of eliminating breast cancer.  There is no charge for the event, but seating is limited. Please call 404.455.4946 or email xernonaclayton@gmail.com for reservations.

“We treasure our relationship with this inspiring icon of dignity, achievement and service,” said Andrea Anderson, director, integrated marketing at Susan G. Komen for the Cure®. “Ms. Clayton’s one-woman show will make you laugh and cry as she talks about her work and friendships with famous history-makers.” 
Ms. Clayton, an award winning journalist, is also the founder, president and CEO of the Trumpet Awards Foundation, Inc. and creator and executive producer of the Trumpet Awards, a prestigious event highlighting African American accomplishments. In 1965, she accepted a position with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and worked closely with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. She also traveled extensively with Mrs. Coretta Scott King. Ms. Clayton was employed by Turner Broadcasting for nearly 30 years as one of the highest-ranking female employees. 

An Evening with Xernona and Komen’s Circle of Promise program are supported by The Links, Incorporated, who are actively engaged with Komen Detroit efforts to end breast cancer forever. Komen Detroit funds a host of much-needed breast cancer programs for the community, ranging from outreach and education services for Arab American women to a program at the Karmanos Cancer Institute, which covers breast diagnostic and treatment support services for women and men who have limited or no financial means.  Seventy-five percent of net proceeds from Komen Detroit fundraising stays in metropolitan Detroit to fund community grants; the remaining twenty-five percent funds Komen for the Cure breast cancer research.
Funding for local grants is based on a biannual community profile which assesses breast health needs in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb Counties. Grant awards are made annually by a volunteer peer review process. A major focus for local grants is to provide access to life-saving early detection of breast cancer to those who lack insurance and do not qualify for other programs serving those in greatest need. 
The 18th Annual Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure®, locally presented by the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute will take place Saturday, May 30, 2009 at Comerica Park – Midtown Detroit. For more information or to register for the Race, go to www.karmanos.org or call 1.800.KARMANOS.   

About the Circle of Promise 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure’s Circle of Promise campaign is an unprecedented campaign to engage African American women to help end breast cancer forever. The campaign educates women on empowering themselves and other black women to take actions that will save lives. The campaign’s goal is to recruit 100,000 ambassadors. To register to become a Circle of Promise ambassador or to learn more about Ms. Xernona Clayton, visit www.circleofpromise.org.
About Susan G. Komen for the Cure®

Nancy G. Brinker promised her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, she would do everything in her power to end breast cancer forever. In 1982, that promise became Susan G. Komen for the Cure, which is now the world’s largest breast cancer organization and the largest source of nonprofit funds dedicated to the fight against breast cancer with more than $1.3 billion invested to date. For more information about Susan G. Komen for the Cure, breast health or breast cancer, visit www.komen.org or call 1.877.GO KOMEN.

About the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute

The Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute is one of 40 National Cancer Institute-designated comprehensive cancer centers in the United States. Caring for more than 6,000 new patients annually and conducting more than 700 cancer-specific scientific investigations programs and clinical trials, the Institute strives to prevent, detect and eradicate all forms of cancer. The Institute has been the local presenting sponsor of the Komen Detroit Race for the Cure since its inception in 1992. To learn more about the Karmanos Cancer Institute visit www.karmanos.org or call 1.800.KARMANOS. 
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