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Health Advocates, Consumers To Testify On Devastating Impacts Of Proposed Cuts To Community Health Budgets

Groups Push For Real Revenue Solutions For Real People
DETROIT – Health advocates and consumers testified today before the state House Appropriations Subcommittee on the Department Of Community Health Budget encouraging state lawmakers to implement revenue solutions to the budget crisis instead continuing to cut important programs real people need. 
"Repeated cuts to the already inadequate safety net over the last seven years have put more families in poverty," said Karen Schrock, President and CEO of Adult Well-Being Services. "These cuts, year after year, have left people with disabilities and the frail elderly without the support they need to live with dignity and independence."  

The Senate Appropriations Subcommittee has proposed eliminating Healthy Michigan funds, a program that funds preventive health care, including programs that prevent heart attacks, strokes & cancer, diseases which account for 70% of our health care costs.  
Another proposed cut includes slashing Medicaid reimbursements to doctors and an 8% cut to programs for the aging and elderly. For every dollar Michigan leaders cut funds from Medicaid they lose an additional $2.74 from the federal government. 
Services To Enhance Potential (STEP), a non-profit group that provides support and services to persons with disabilities and other mental health needs in Wayne and Washtenaw counties is also in danger of cutting programs if proposed cuts are implemented. In 2008, over 1,400 people were helped by programs offered through STEP.   
"The idea that cutting funding for mental health, developmental disability, preventive health care and caregiver programs saves money and represents fiscal wisdom is deeply unwise and flawed," said Ceretta Willis, Board Member of Services To Enhance Potential. "It's irresponsible and will cost us money by putting more people out of their jobs and sending more folks who aren't getting mental health care to jail." 

Willis also noted that many people lacking proper care end up in psychiatric wards, where the cost to the state to house them for a single night can be up to $1000.
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Women's health services would also suffer as a result of the cuts. Maureen Meldrum of the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute noted that the funds providing low-income women with access to life-saving cancer screening services and follow up care, including cancer treatment, would take a hit in the proposed budget.
"This program saves lives, pure and simple. Because of this program, women who have breast and cervical cancer will be identified at earlier stages of these diseases, when treatment is less costly and the survival rate is better. The math is simple: cutting funding for these programs will cost low-income women their lives."
For the groups testifying at the hearing today, the solution was clear. 
"State leaders need to look for solutions that help people, not cuts that make it impossible for our residents to get the care they need to live healthy, dignified, independent lives," Schrock said. "We should stand shoulder to shoulder with our neighbors and fund these programs by reforming our tax code, implementing a graduated income tax and closing corporate tax loopholes. It's time to put people first."

Across the state, people from every walk of life are telling our leaders that we cannot sustain more cuts to health care, schools and police protection," said Cyndi Roper, A Better Michigan Future director. "We're here today to say it again: We need real solutions for real people, and that can only come from revenue reform."

###
Groups attending the press conference today that would be affected by the proposed cuts include: Adult Well Being Services, Northeast Guidance Center, Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute, Services To Enhance Potential, Alzheimer’s Association, Neighborhood Services Organization, CLEARCorps/Detroit, 
